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unnatural impulse was to assume that all trades unions
must he very much the same sort of thing, and that
societies of workmen were little better than organised
Thuggism. Now, Professor Beesly, Mr. Frederic Har-
rison, and other signers of the petition for the Fenians,
had long been prominent and influential advocates of
the Trades Union principle. They had been, to the
English artisan, something like what the Boston Abo-
litionist was so long to the negro. The Trades Union
bodies, who felt aggrieved at the unjust suspicion which
made them a party to hideous crimes they abhorred,
began to hold public meetings to repudiate the charge,
and record their detestation of the Sheffield outrages.
Professor Beesly attended one of these meetings in
London. He made a speech in which he told the work-
ing-men that he thought enough had been done in the
way of disavowing crimes which no one had a right to
impute to them; that there was no need of their further
humiliating themselves; and that it was rather odd the
English aristocracy had such a horror of murderers
among the poorer classes, seeing how very fond they
were of men like Eyre of Jamaica! In fact, Professor
Beesly uplifted his voice very honestly, but rather reck-
lessly, and at an unlucky time, against that social hy-
pocrisy which is the stain and curse of London society,
and which is never so happy as when it can find some
chance of denouncing sin or crime among Republicans,
or Irishmen, or working-men. There was nothing Pro-
fessor Beesly said which had not sense and truth in it;
but it might have been said more discreetly and at a
better time, and it was said with a sarcastic and scornful
bitterness, which was one of the characteristics of the
speaker. For some days the London Press literally
raged at the Professor* 6 Punch * long persevered in
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